LT FISHING IS FOR EVERYONE!

Welcome to Ottawa County, where the fishing is

~ great! Spend a day on the breakwaters of Grand TOURNAMENTS
Haven or Holland State Parks angling for perch. Year-Long Fishing Contest

~ Troll Lake Michigan for five species of sport fish SN e GRS

: www.ghsteelheaders.com

aboard a charter boat with an experienced captain.

Fis-h our inland waters for panfish, walleye or bass o LI T O IO BL S T T - e
Species Information { ! Y 1 Third weekend in May

Introduce your kids or grandkids to a sport where hollandsteelhead
v I www.hollandsteelheaders.org
Charter boats & gu:des you can spend hours of quality time together.

) ey ! Grand Haven Offshore Challenge
Map Dfpllbhﬂ sites ' Whatever your pleasure, enjoy some of the First weekend after Memorial Day

d IIPes.'t sport fishing in the Midwest. www.grandhavenoffshorechallenge.com

h ~ Good luck and FREE Family Fishing
' good fishing! Weekend
Riley Ponds in Holland
| Second Saturday in June
1 Kids fish for free; fish will be
D cleaned and filleted to take

home. 616-738-4233

STOP AQUATIC
HITCHHIKERS!"

Prevent the transport of nuisance species.

Clean all recreational equipment. g Pioneer/Elks Tournament - Holland """
\ Third Satu I'dCIy in July Discover]

Big Red Classic - Holland
First weekend in August
www.bigredclassic.com

When you leave a body of water:
* Remove any visible mud, plants, fish or animals before
transporting equipment.

* Eliminate water from equipment before transporting. Gold Coast Tournament - West Olive -
 (Clean and dry anything that comes into contact with water ) py R L = ¥ Late August

(boats, trailers, equipment, clothing, dogs, etc.). e ' M' L & M N - 616-786-9314 |
« Never release plants, fish or animals into a body of water ! Bt o o BRI AR S —— -

unless they came out of that body of water. s]'t

Seaﬁ%{nt

Michigan

Grand Haven Salmon Festival /Big King Conte
Third weekend in September ]

www.visitgrandhaven.com -

Great Lakes
RESTORATION o
w

Photo credit:
Dennis Eade

Photo credit: Big Red Classic



FISH

YOU

CAN
CATCH!

It is recommended that anglers check the
Michigan Fishing Guide each year for current
regulations and restrictions. The guide can be

downloaded from the MDNR website:
www.michigan.gov/dnr

Fish graphics courtesy Michigan Sea Grant

Chinook Salmon

Late Spring, Summer:

Lake Michigan offshore

Late Summer: Piers and Grand River
Ottawa County offers some of the best Chinook salmon fishing in
the world. This prized fish is a superb fighter and tastes delicious.
Seaworthy boats are needed to take advantage of prime fishing in
July and August, but pier fishermen can also catch good numbers
of salmon on lures and live alewife whenever water temperatures
are in the 50s. May is productive for boat and pier anglers, and
rivermouth fishing can be fantastic in September. Coho salmon
can also be caught.

MAY, JUL AUG, SEP

| JAN, FEB, MAR, NOV, DEC |

Bass e
Late Spring-Fall: Grand River, Spring m
Lake, Lake Macatawa, Crockery Lake -

and bayous

Smallmouth bass are found in rocky areas near piers and bridges.
Largemouth bass are one of the most abundant gamefish in
Ottawa County’s inland lakes and bayous. Anglers using a variety
of lures can expect to catch many smaller fish and the occasional
trophy largemouth over six pounds. Scrappy white bass are
plentiful in Lake Macatawa. Shore anglers catch white bass in
May as huge schools of fish enter the lower Macatawa River.

Late spring through early fall is typically best time to target bass.

JUN JUL, AUG Check MDNR regulations for open seasons

Steelhead

Spring and Fall: Pier and surf
Summer: Lake Michigan offshore
These giant lake-run rainbow trout are loved by anglers for their
fantastic jumps and impressive speed. Steelhead are sometimes
caught along with Chinook salmon, and are often found at
temperature breaks or “scum lines” 8-15 miles offshore near

the surface. Near shore fishing can be good during summer for
anglers using alewife or shrimp, but surf and pier fishing are best
in spring and fall when steelhead will take spawn bags.

APR, MAY, JUL, AUG, OCT, NOV

Lake Trout
Spring-Fall: Lake Michigan offshore 2
Native lake trout live longer and
often grow bigger than salmon and steelhead.
Offshore trollers often target lake trout close to bottom in water
up to 300 feet deep. Recent stockings of lake trout close to shore
could improve fall pier and river fishing in years to come as well
as providing ice fishing opportunities on Lake Macatawa.

MAY, JUN, JUL, AUG, SEP = OCT NOV, DEC

Yellow Perch ,
Year-round: Most area waters PRyl W é" ©)
Popular panfish that travels in large >

schools. Lake Michigan can produce excellent catches of perch
for boat anglers off of Holland and in 60 feet of water south of
Grand Haven. From July-September pier anglers using small bait
fish can have excellent success if water temperatures are in the
60s. Ice fishing is best in the Big Bay of Lake Macatawa, Pigeon
Lake, and Bruce Bayou, but ice, shore, and boat angling can be
good on many area waters.

APR, MAY, JUN, JUL, AUG

Walleye

Late Spring-Fall:

Lake Macatawa, Grand River
Walleye are wanderers that often move between rivers, inland
lakes, and Lake Michigan. In spring and fall walleye fishing is
best in shallow water close to points and other structure. Lake-
dwelling walleye move deeper in summer. Walleye feed best
when light levels are low due to murky water, overcast skies,

or nightfall. Lake Macatawa consistently offers up the area’s
biggest walleye, with fish over 30 inches caught each year.

MAR, JUL MAY, JUN SEP, OCT, NOV "V #F-\4 4

Last Saturday in April - March 15

Bluegill

Year-round: Most inland waters

This widespread and abundant panfish is
a family favorite and a common catch for shore ond ice anglers.
Bayous, eastern Lake Macatawa, and Spring Lake offer the most
consistent bluegill fishing. Shore fishing is usually best in spring
when fish spawn over shallow sandy nests. A small red worm or
wax worm fished under a bobber works best. Bluegill suspend
near drop-offs later in the year and can be caught with slip floats
fished from shore or from small boats.

MAR, MAY ' JAN, FEB, APR, JUN

SEP, OCT, NOV

Channel Catfish

Summer:

Grand River and Lake Macatawa
These abundant and hard-fighting fish

are easy to catch on cut bait or shrimp. Small catfish are good
eating; big ones can weigh ten pounds or more. Flathead catfish
are also caught by anglers fishing large live bait in the Grand
River and can weigh over 40 pounds.

JUL, AUG | JUN, SEP APR, NOV | JAN, FEB, MAR, DEC |

=g |

"r' =

Whitefish

Fall: Lake Michigan piers

A salmon egg or a wax worm on a

tiny hook works best for these tasty fish.
Lake whitefish are caught alongside round whitefish

(a.k.a. menominee) in October and November.

OCT, NOV

MAR, APR | MAY, JUN, JUL, AUG, SEP |

COLOR KEY:

Excellent Very Good

Fair

Closed

Poor e

Photo credit:
Don Peterson
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1. North Pier Access - Outstanding Lake Michigan fishing for all big lake
species including perch, salmon and steelhead.

2. Grand Haven State Park - (south pier access) Popular Lake Michigan
fishing pier at the mouth of the Grand River. Pier access through the
State Park.

3. Harbor Island Linear Park - Fishing platforms and walkway provide
shore access to south channel and power plant discharge. Seasonal fishing for
salmon, steelhead and catfish (take Third Street north to Harbor Island).

4. Lighthouse Connector Park - Linear park along the Grand River
extending from the south pier to Grand Haven’s boardwalk. Fish for
river species.

5. Mill Point Park - Fish for Grand River species off the bank or from a
deck at the river’s edge.

6. Jackson Street Dock - Small concrete landing provides shoreline access
to Spring Lake. Fish for panfish, bass and catfish (take M-104 to Jackson Street
in Spring Lake Village, north to lake).

7. Petty’s Bayou - Popular shore and bridge fishing for panfish and bass.

8. William Ferry Park - Shoreline fishing along the channel connecting
Spring Lake to the Grand River.

9. Indian Channel Launch - Grand River shoreline fishing for a full range
of river species in a remote setting.

10. Pottawatomie Park - Fishing access to Pottawatomie Bayou from shore
or large floating dock. Catch panfish, bass, pike and other warm water species
(US-31 to Comstock and east to park).

11. Pottawatomie Bayou Bike Path - A wooden walkway provides fishing
for panfish, bass and pike.

12. Bignell Park Shoreline - Fishing access to Millhouse Bayou with
opportunities to catch panfish, bass and pike.

13. Bruce’s Bayou West - Scenic bayou with excellent fishing for bass, pike
and panfish.

14. Bruce’s Bayou East - Boat launch to a wild and remote bayou popular
for bass, pike and panfish.

15. Connor Bayou - Grand River shoreline access at new (2013) county park
(North Cedar Drive ¥4 mile west of 128th Avenue to parking area on right).

16. Jubb Bayou - One mile of Grand River shoreline at a rustic site with
fishing for all types of river species (Leonard Road to 104th Avenue south to
access point on Oriole Drive).

17. Riverside Park - Grand River shoreline fishing for bass, walleye and
catfish. Interior pond with handicap accessible dock popular for panfish (M-45
to 104th Ave., north to North Cedar Drive, east to the park).

18. Bur Oak Landing - River access at a rustic site with fishing for all types
of river species (Leonard Road to 90th Avenue, south to river).

19. Bass River Recreation Area - Extensive bayou and small lake access on
state land with minimal development. Fishing for panfish, walleye and bass (for
best fishing access take Warner Street to South Cedar Drive, then north to rustic
parking area).

20. Eastmanville Bayou - River and bayou access for a variety of species,
including ice fishing on bayou (access from 68th Avenue).

21. Deer Creek Park - Bank fishing at the mouth of Deer Creek on the Grand
River. Popular for all river fish species (Leonard Road at Eastmanville, east to
60th Avenue, south to the park).

22. Grand River Park - Shoreline fishing on the Grand River for all types of
river species; dock and bank fishing for panfish and bass on a 12-acre gravel pit
lake (Fillmore Street to 28th Avenue, north to the park).

23. Bend Area - Panfish and bass fishing by shore or carry-in boat on gravel
pit lake (Cottonwood to Taylor Street to 12th Avenue, north to park).

24. Maplewood Park - Panfish and bass fishing in a small gravel pit lake
(located on 12th Avenue between Cottonwood Drive and Baldwin Street
in Jenison).

25. Georgetown Community Park - Panfish and bass fishing in a small
gravel pit lake (on 8th Avenue and Rosewood just south of M-21 in Jenison).

26. Sheldon Landing - Access to lower Pigeon Creek near Pigeon Lake with
bank fishing for panfish, pike and bass (east of Lakeshore Dr.).

27. Pigeon Creek Park - Hike park trails to Pigeon River and wade stream to
fish for brown trout (from US 31 take Stanton Street 3 miles east to park).

28. Black Lake Boardwalk - Fishing dock on Lake Macatawa popular for
panfish, bass and walleye (Ottawa Beach Road west to park entrance; located
5 mile east of entrance to Holland State Park).

29. Holland Harbor Fishing Access - Fishing docks and boardwalks
provide access to a wide variety of species in shallow and deep habitats.

30. Holland State Park - Popular Lake Michigan fishing pier offers a wide
range of Lake Michigan species. Pier access through the State Park.

31. Dunton Park - Shoreline fishing on Lake Macatawa. Good fishing for
panfish, bass, catfish and walleye (on Howard west of N. River Avenue).

32. Van Bragt Park - Floating dock on the Macatawa River. Fish for panfish,
bass, whitebass and river species (where Pine Street meets N. River Avenue).

33. Kollen Park - Extensive shoreline fishing on Lake Macatawa. Catch
panfish, perch, bass, whitebass and walleye (take 8th Street west to VanRaalte
Avenue).

34. Holland Fish Cleaning Station - Across from DNR launch on Ottawa
Beach Road before entrance to Holland State Park. Open to public; DNR entry
fees apply.

35. Grose Park - Fishing dock access to Crockery Lake. Popular for panfish
and bass (B-72 north to Hoover, east to 24th Avenue, south to the park).



www.marriott.com/grrfi

Hamptoninn....................... (888) 933-8500
www.suburbaninns.com

Haworth Inn & Conference Center. .(800) 903-9142
www.haworthinn.com

Holiday Inn Express . . .............. (866) 315-6182
www.suburbaninns.com
KnightsInn......................... (616) 392-8521
www.knightsinn.com

Lake Michigan Cottages ........... (800) 870-3393
www.lakem.com

Lake Ranch Resort (seasonal)........ (616) 399-9380
www.lakeranchresort.com

Microtel Inn & Suites. . ............. (616) 392-3235
www.microtelinn.com

Quality Inn - Hudsonville ........... (616) 662-4000
www.qualityinn.com/hotel-hudsonville-michigan-mi309
Residence Inn by Marriott. ... ... ... (616) 393-6900
www.residenceinn.com

Super 8 - Hudsonville. .. ............ (616) 896-6710
www.super8.com

Value Place Hotel ... ............... (616) 738-8200

www.valueplace.com

art corveniion & s Bureau
Holland Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
76 E. 8th Street ¢ Holland, MI 49423
800-506-1299 * 616-394-0000
www.holland.org

WwWw. khordomuhlodge com

Lake Michigan Cottages. . ........... (800) 870-3393
www.LakeM.com

Lakeshore Bed & Breakfast. . .. ... ... (616) 844-2697
www.bbonline.com/mi/lakeshore

Looking GlassInnB&B . ... .......... (800) 951-6427
www.lookingglassinnmi.com

Pigeon CreeklInn.................... (616) 836-4088
www.pigeoncreekinn.com

Rodeway Inn - Coopersville . . . ....... (800) 434-5800
www.choicehotels.com

Rodeway Inn - Grand Haven . ..... ... (800) 745-8660
www.rodewayinn.com

Serendipity Resort . . ........... ... .. (888) 205-7677
www.serendipityresorts.com

Sleep Inn & Suites. . .. ............... (616) 892-8000
www.sleepinnallendale.com

Washington Streetinn . ........ ... .. (616) 842-1075
www.bbonline.com/mi/washinn

(g’myjiw\m

AREA

CONVENTION E
VITITORS RUREAL

Grand Haven Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
225 Franklin Avenue * Grand Haven, M| 49417
800-968-0892 - 616-842-4499
www.visitgrandhaven.com

Bait and Tackle

MacBaits. . ......................... (616) 392-2553
669 Douglas Ave., Holland * macbaits@att.net

LAKE MICHIGAN
SPORT FISHING & SCENIC

AT =

GRAND HAVEN — #1 PoORT OM LAKE MICHIGAN™

WWW.CHARTERGRANDHAVEN.COM

www.hollandsteelheaders.org
PO Box 1444 Holland, M1 49423

& D'Ann Marie Charters

Lake Michigan Salmon Fishing
We are located at 301 N. Harbor Bivd.
Chinook Pier in downtown Grand Haven, Ml

Capt.: Dan Tebo Mailing Address:

Boat Ph. (616-846-3700) 7494 Whitneyville Ave.SE
Home Ph. (616-868-6473)  Alto, Ml 49302

Website: www.dannmariecharters.com
Lake Michigan Sport Fishing Charters
IT-1L -D() RED BARON

CAF‘T JlM EARD CAPT. CHAD BARD

3% Tiara Sporisfisherman 30 Chenokes Charter Edition
Located at. Chinook Pier Slip #5 Located at: Colonial [nn
301 N Harbor Drive 532 Dyckrman
Grand Haven, Michigan 43417 South Haven, Michigan 49090
269-214-0051 269-214-6934

ISHIN
TAB'S SO Erees

LAKE MICHIGAN
« COHO = CHINOOK * BROWN TROUT
» STEELHEAD * LAKE TROUT
GRAND HAVEN, MICHIGAN

CAPT. RON TABIADON
www.tabsSportfishing.com Bus. Phone:(616) B46-8945
e-mall:CaptRon@tabsSportfishing.com (616) 638-2773

MICHIGCAN STATE

TNV Ry Extension

~@ Ottawa County Parks &




